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Roger Langridge, Andrew Langridge: Art D'Ecco before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised Art D'Ecco:

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Tre's BonBy R. MillerZany and well craftedit is aways a pleasure to
look at Langridge artwork. Reading it is an additional bonus.

A formally playful feast of visual and verbal humor.In the late 1980s, long before his work on the Eisner and Harvey-
nominated Fred the Clown, Roger Langridge worked with his brother Andrew on acomic called Art d'Ecco. In these
early stories, done mainly (but seldom entirely) for laughs, one can see the beginnings of the formal playfulness that
would characterize the later work of both Langridge brothers, and of the elaborate layering of subtle and not-so-subtle
nods and references to the world of music, film and literature.At the core of Art d'Ecco is the dysfunctional
relationship between Art and hisidiot sidekick (and embryonic Fred the Clown prototype), the Gump. They arein fact
aclassic double-act, Art's offhanded sadism and the Gump's cheerful obliviousness bringing to mind Peter Cook and
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Dudley Moore, or even Sesame Street's Bert and Ernie. Added to the mix is the surreal and manic presence of Art's
negative twin, Art Nouveau, dragging an air of bewildering unpredictability in his wake. The stories casually use
issues such as censorship, religious fundamentalism and even Marxist theories of capitalism as a skeleton around
which to build arelentless series of verbal and visua gags, laced liberally with postmodernist winks and nudges. The
overall effect is something like arollercoaster ride with an Oxford Don after a particularly good cocktail party.Also in
this volume is a selection of newly produced material, marking Andrew Langridge's first new comics work in over a
decade, and some rarely-seen early stories never before published in the USA.

From Publishers WeeklyArt d'Ecco, who has the square jaw that only comics can provide, and his triangular and
singularly unintelligent roommate, Gump, stumble through misadventures shaped more by the clichs of comics and
fine art than by any logic. In this collection, Roger Langridge, the Eisner and Harvey Awardwinning author of Fred the
Clown, presents his early collaborations with his brother Andrew. The brothers have steeped themselves in high-brow
culture and regurgitated it into sharp, boldly drawn satirethe frontispiece is ariff on the famous dadaist painting La
trahison des images by Magritte. The comic isfilled with characters from Art 101: the unintelligible Art Nouveau; the
smiley-face Kitsch and his Pacman-like wife; the Escher-esque Esch (who has a pronounced lisp); and, of course, the
title character, always drawn with straight, clean lines. The stories, from the one-pagers to the longer tales, take every
convention of comics and turn them on their ear. The Langridges work crackles with an exuberance that
simultaneously entertains and bafflessometimes careening into a secret world, but always singularly inventive. (Sept.)
Copyright Reed Business Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From BooklistThese 1988-
89 strips and stories verify that the creator of Fred the Clown (2004) has always been a brilliant visual parodist and
reveal that his sick, antic humor runsin the family, for brother Andrew, the writer here, is even wackier than he.
Andrew rapid-fires puns, one-liners, wisecracks, non sequiturs, and corn and reflexively takes a plot over the top and
around the bend. Roger sticks with him al the way in some of the most dadaist comics since Krazy Kat. The
characters are mostly drawn--literally----from famous modern art movements. The stars are Art d'Ecco, an angular
hunk in awhite-jacket tux, and the conical, village-idiotic Gump. Their principal foilsin such foibles as selling old
comics for big bucks, writing porn for big bucks, rescuing the Gump from a cult, and getting marooned on a desert
island are Art Nouveau, a hebephrenic, photographic-negative version of Art d'Ecco, and a normal-enough woman,
Emily. Though not as funny and poetic as Fred the Clown, Art d'Ecco isway more anarchic. Ray OlsonCopyright
American Library Association. All rights reservedAbout the AuthorRoger and Andrew Langridge hail from New
Zedand. Roger livesin London with hiswife, son and daughter; Andrew remains in the old country with his wife,
where he serves as the public face of New Zealand culture as the creative director of the Te Papa national museum.



