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David Collier, David Collier : Hamilton Sketchbooks  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Hamilton Sketchbooks: 

2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Fascinating letdownBy Jeremy MI had read Collier's earlier 
narrative works, JUST THE FACTS and PORTRAITS FROM LIFE. They are wonderful collections of visual essays.I 
was looking forward to reading THE HAMILTON SKETCHBOOKS as well. I was surprised. This was exactly what 
it said it was. A sketchbook. And, although the art is endearlingly clumsy and I laughed for days over one of the 
pictures, I was a little disappointed that he did not return to the essay form.It seems, with the publishing of the follow 
up to this book, THE FRANK RITZA PAPERS, a combination of one essay and another series of sketches, that 
Collier is at a crossroads. He seems to have become more fascinated with the anecdotal story and less with the 
narrative. Which is a nice thing, both books still have his reserved self-effacing Canadian sensibility, but all the same, 
he is so good at the narrative that I hope he returns to it.Regardless, I am looking forward to his next Drawn Quarterly 
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publication, whatever it might be.

David Collier begins his journal when he trades in the isolated and wind-swept prairie city of Saskatoon for Hamilton. 
For an artist its a land of opportunity. And the ink in his pen doesn`t freeze outside in winter any more! But Collier 
discovers that he has more worries. He is a father and a husband and the urban lifestyles he captures on his sketchpads 
make him feel more remote as an artist then he did on the prairies. The sketchbooks were supposed to document and 
affirm his new life! Instead their pages become a space where his anxieties wrestle with his desire for a home. 

"A glimpse into one person's vulnerable and unpretentious attempt to transcend his personal limitations." --Quill Quire 


