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J. Michael Straczynski : J. Michael Straczynski's Midnight Nation, Vol. 1  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised J. Michael Straczynski's Midnight Nation, Vol. 1: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Of my 150+ graphic novels, this is one of the very best.By Joseph 
C.If you want a beautiful, lushly illustrated graphic novel with a serious plot, one that doesn't go where you think it 
will or into some trite and tried place, this is your book. I love this book so much that I've given it away three times to 
people facing some hard times, and I've had to buy it again three times.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Top-Tier Graphic NovelBy Brandon J. SmithMidnight Nation (inexplicably labeled as Vol. 1, as I don't think 
there was ever any intention of continuing the story) is an outstanding graphic novel. The art is very good throughout 
with some memorable images that support the story. But this is really Straczynski's show. As a die-never fan of 
Babylon 5, I'm happy to follow JMS wherever he'll take me. Though he can at times be a bit wordier than need beand 
there's a certain plot point that recalls Bill Ted's Excellent Adventure, as well as an aspect of B5I love his rhythms, 
sense of humor, and, most of all, his ability to evoke real emotion.The premise requires a bit of acceptance on the 
reader's part, but if you give yourself over to some of the far-fetched aspects (even for sci-fi), the reward in the 
conclusion is well worth it. I didn't think I had connected with the characters to any large degree as the story 
progressed, but the payoff at the end revealed that these characters really do have an unexpected depth.The only thing 
I wish they'd done differently in assembling this collection was if they'd presented the cover images for each 
issue/chapter in their original location, rather than gathering them at the back of the book. On the one hand, I see why 
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they wanted to keep the story flowing as one continuous story. On the other hand, it felt like reading a novel with the 
chapter titles deleted. A brief pause to admire the cover art at each break would have been a little better. Nevertheless, 
this is a great story, well told, with adult themes, intelligence, and wit. It's a great use of the graphic novel format, and 
I highly recommend it for fans of the genre.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Wow! What an 
excellently written story.By GembrandtI was surfing the internet and came across a site that mentioned Midnight 
Nation as one of the best graphic novels ever written. I came to and read strong recommendations from other 
reviewers. I ordered Midnight Nation. I finished it quickly in one sitting.The story is immediately relatable (one can 
immediately relate to the story?) and the artwork was impressive in a non-distracting way. It is thought provoking, and 
the main character is, I feel, an excellent place holder for the reader, allowing the themes in the story to become more 
important and relevant on a personal level.Even though I'm very late to the game in regards to how long Midnight 
Nation has been available, I'll confidently say any time is a good time to pick these volumes up and give them a read.If 
I had a complaint, and this is more of an observation, it would be that often times I felt that the story moved along in a 
jarring manner. This might be intentional, or I could have been reading through it so rapidly that I made it feel that 
way, but that did stand out to me.

Writer J. Michael Straczynski's classic tale of loss and redemption is collected in its entirety with all 12 issues, 
Midnight Nation #1/2, and a cover gallery. Also includes a touching and insightful afterword from Straczynski. 


