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Rich Tommaso : The Cavalier Mr. Thompson: A Sam Hill Novel  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Cavalier Mr. Thompson: A Sam Hill Novel: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A somewhat scattered introduction to the Sam Hill seriesBy Suzi 
HoughThe Cavalier Hotel in Big Spring, Texas is home to men and women from all walks of society: a retired train 
conductor, a widowed schoolteacher, and men working for the oil companies. Not everyone is on the up-and-up, so 
owner Frank Hill hires a private eye to keep watch over his guests. When a con man from Chicago comes to town and 
holes up in the hotel, he seems to be just another colorful character passing through Big Spring. But when another 
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hotel guest is found murdered in his room, Mr. Thompson is suddenly the number one suspectThis graphic novel is 
meant to be the beginning of a series based on the life of Sam Hill, son of the owner of the Cavalier Hotel. Sam isnt 
particularly prominent in this story, dwarfed by the outsized personalities of his father, the detective Nick Ford, and 
grifter Ross Thompson. According to the author, the story is based on the life of Jim Thompson, a pulp crime writer 
most active in the 1940s and 50s. Events in the story mirror Thompsons life at least, his life as it is recorded in his 
Wikipedia entry. (I dont have any personal knowledge of Jim Thompson or his works.) I hope that there will be more 
of Sam in future volumes, as I really dont get much sense of his personality here.By far, the art is the graphic novels 
greatest strength. The story is told in monochrome, with black line drawings shaded with mustard yellow. The yellow 
brings warmth to the pages that would otherwise be lacking, and helps artificially age the comic so that it feels like an 
old story pulled from some old pulp novel. His style also has an old-fashioned quality that reminds me of old 
newspaper cartoon strips indeed, Ross Thompson strongly resembles a grown-up Sluggo Smith. It really helps root the 
story into the early 20th century.What hurts the story is that it rapidly becomes bogged down in exposition. The book 
opens with a description of Sams birth (and his fathers daring heroics in capturing a gang of bank robbers) but this 
never ties into the main plot if one could honestly say that theres a main plot, which I dont think there is. There are 
many plot threads, but they never quite weave into a cohesive, contained narrative. As an introduction to life in a small 
town, the book succeeds. Theres plenty of local color and quirky characters. But none of them are developed, and most 
are incidental to the murder case. If we knew more about Sams life and how these characters impacted his later career, 
his teenage years might be interesting to the reader. But as Tommaso himself admits in an authors note on the novels 
cover, this period isnt the most exciting in Sams life. Its a difficult place to begin a heros journey, and the resulting 
graphic novel isnt quite strong enough to stand on its own.

Historical fiction about a Texan who wants to be a detective: Jim Thompsons work inspired this graphic 
novel.Historical fiction about a Texan who wants to be a detective: Jim Thompsons work inspired this graphic novel. 
In this, his first crime graphic novel in 15 years, veteran cartoonist Rich Tommaso brings you a story thats one part 
crime and one part American History. Set in a small oil town of in the '20s in Big Spring, Texas, this book follows the 
trials and tribulations of aspiring detective Sam Hill and family. Loosely based on the works of real-life crime writer 
Jim Thompson, we begin at his old stomping grounds of West Texas, featuring a cast of characters made up of greedy 
oil barons, crooked lawmen, city-slick con men, broken-down detectives, drunken reprobates, and obsessive gamblers 
very much in the flavor of Thompsons crime novels. Yet, at the same time, The Cavalier Mr. Thompson is very much 
Tommasos own story. The storys plot, the cast of characters, their family histories (heavily based on Tommasos 
history with his father), their motivations, likenesses, personalities are specifically all of his own creation. 144 pages 
144 pages


