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Traditions of My Calling: One Physicians Search for the Renewal of Medicine:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Well Worth ReadingBy HinwestieHaving just finished Nussbaum's
book, | feel grateful for this story of a person who was willing and able to do more than just think about how things
could be different. | disagree with some of the most negative comments offered by other reviewers, particularly those
that aim at Nussbaum personally and his motives in writing the book. No matter how one feels about the many issues
raised in this book, it is worth noticing that any person, physician or otherwise, can benefit from self-awareness and a
desire to constantly improve in the service of others and of oneself. The book encourages usto honestly revisit our
"Finest Traditions", something well worth pursuing.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Hospital HellBy
The Hamrick FamilyAfter over eight months of "living in the hospital" during my wife'sillness, | could relate to the
varied perspectives of medical training in Dr. Nussbaum's book. I've recommended it to most of my wife's doctors,
who are many in number and specialty. | have a much deeper understanding of both the good and the bad in the care
my wife has received during her extensive hospitalization. This book has given me a platform for intriguing discussion
with the medical professionals we still see daily.O of O people found the following review helpful. Dr. Nussbaum has
written an important book on the topic of humanity and quality of carein medicine.By JWCThis book is about
improving structure of medical schools and management of hospitalsin regardsto patient care. If thisisatopic you
areinterested in, | highly recommend this book. Dr. Nussbaum is very well read and a very good writer. He has much
to say about critically needed changes in how medicine is taught and the quality of medical care in our country. He
describes first hand stories which expose huge gaps in care and teaching. Dr. Nussbaum's message concerns the need
to put humanity and dignity, along with attention to detail and noticing red flags into todays delivery of medical care.

Patients and doctors alike are keenly aware that the medical world isin the midst of great change. We live in an era of
continuous healthcare reforms, many of which focus on high volume, efficiency, and cost-effectiveness. This
compelling, thoughtful book is the response of a practicing physician who explains how population-based reforms
have diminished the relationship between doctors and patients, to the detriment of both. As an antidote to failed
reforms and an alternative to stubbornly held traditions, Dr. Abraham M. Nussbaum suggests ways that doctors and
patients can learn what it meansto beill and to seek medical assistance. Using avariety of riveting stories from his
own and others' experiences, the author develops a series of metaphors to explore a doctor's role in different healthcare
reform scenarios. scientist, technician, author, gardener, teacher, servant, and witness. Each role influences what a
physician sees when examining a person as a patient. Dr. Nussbaum cautions that true healthcare reform can happen
only when those who practice medicine can see, and be seen by, their patients as fellow creatures. His memoir makes a
hopeful appeal for change, and hisinsights reveal the direction that change must take.

"A less ambitious writer would have contented himself with the details. But Dr. Nussbaum steers his narrative directly
to the hard questions about 21st-century medicine, a profession just about as variously troubled as his patients. . . . He
writes beautifully, in alucid prose as notable for its process asits conclusions: The reader can actually watch him
think. . .. Many medical memoirs are one-shot deals, offered to the public purely to unburden the author. From these
books, readers and writer all move on with some relief. In Dr. Nussbaums case, we will eagerly await the next volume
in the set."Abigail Zuger, M.D., New York Times



