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Kevin Huizenga : The Wild Kingdom  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised The Wild Kingdom: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Abstract animal artBy Sam Quixote"The Wild Kingdom" is a reprint 
of a series of strips Kevin Huizenga compiled in 2000 and reprinted again in 2006. This time they're given the deluxe 
edition as they're collected in hardback, though the book is almost pocket sized.Inside the strips revolve around the 
theme of the natural world and humanity's correlation to it. About half of the book features no words as we see Glen 
Ganges go about his daily life but seeing animals do the same. He encounters squirrels, birds, his cat and whatnot 
forage for food, wander about, follow things.It's difficult to make sense of the second half. Advertising is criticised, 
Huizenga talks about Nobel Prize winning author Maurice Maeterlinck who won the 1911 Literature prize and wrote 
about the natural world. There are several pages of made up birds and then a silent strip involving a dead bird and the 
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destruction of a small town.Like his previous book "Curses", Huizenga mixes some pleasant strips with abstract works 
and experiments with text and layout. Also like "Curses" it's difficult to see what the purpose is. It's an interesting read 
and has some moments in the short book that hold your attention but ultimately it's somewhat pretentious approach is a 
bit exhausting and the book suffers because of it. Not a bad comic book but not one I would say is essential reading.1 
of 1 people found the following review helpful. Interesting Art with an Irregular FlowBy AnnaEHSThe Wild 
Kingdom examines our modern day food chain that pits beast against man's inventions and civilization. Animals are 
observed in their suburban habitat where cars are predators and nature seems a little less wild than before.Huizenga's 
book reads like a cable TV wildlife show, with commercials and rabid marketing interspersed throughout the story. 
The layout is irregular, but it's what makes his take on the current state of nature into a kind of dark satire on our 
modern society.This is definitely one of those books where it is hard to understand every detail after the first read, but 
it isn't too dense so as you wouldn't want to pick it up and re-examine bits of it again. The hardcover edition is a 
beautiful book, almost a pocketbook, that really fits well in your hands.2 of 4 people found the following review 
helpful. Fantastic!By John KerschbaumKevin Huizenga is one of the smartest, most talented cartoonists working 
today. Don't just buy this book, buy ALL his books.

The new master of Comics Experimentalism returns with his Everyman, Glenn GangesStanding out among his 
contemporaries, Kevin Huizenga's subtle mastery of the medium has earned him countless accolades and awards. His 
comics are at once straightforward and experimental, serious and funny. His character is the suburban everyman Glenn 
Ganges, a modern-day Dagwood Bumstead, who tackles and stumbles with such heady topics as mysticism and 
science. In TheWild Kingdom, Glenn Ganges blindly interacts with the nature of his suburban neighborhood: dead 
houseplants, a recipe for gray squirrel brain, and pigeons eating discarded French fries in the parking lot of a fast-food 
joint. Huizenga juxtaposes Glenn's ignorance of his surroundings with television commercials highlighting society's 
needs for cure-all pharmaceuticals and "hot new things" like teeth whiteners. Starting off wordless, The Wild 
Kingdom grows more complex page by page, ending with encyclopedic entries, biographical excerpts, anthropologic 
flowcharts, and a cataclysmic encounter of nature and technology.

From Publishers WeeklyThis brilliantly conceived pocket book casually expresses a crystalline analysis of our own 
imprecise and muddled thinking. Formatted like a textbook from an alternate world where comics are the standard 
mode of discourse, it references general interest pop-science television programs like the titular "Wild Kingdom," 
complete with commercial breaks which punctuate the book's more overtly narrative passages. Sequences featuring 
Huizenga's everyman character Glenn Ganges depict the minor catastrophes that inevitably result from industrialized 
humanity's coexistence with the animal world, from an unwelcome insect at home to an ill-fated pigeon on a four-lane 
highway. The book's "commercial" sequences echo with the quasi-religious recurring phrase "I was saved from my 
own life," a slogan that points to the paradox at the heart of "man versus nature"a perceived alienation from the natural 
world from which man springs; this schism is effectively leveraged to sell products promising transcendence from 
man's earthly origins. Huizenga's lyrical storytelling highlights the ways in which science, education, entertainment, 
and commerce have been hopelessly comingled, and the book's absurdist climax suggests that this state of affairs can't 
continue forever. Huizenga continues to forge a path as one of the most important graphic novelists working today. 
(Sept.) (c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved. One of the most promising of a new generation of cartoonists, 
Huizenga's stories use a combination of the quotidian and the surreal to explore themes of science, nature, religion and 
family. Time on Kevin HuizengaWith art that ranges from clear-eyed cartooning to swirly expressionism, Huizenga 
takes his characters through poetic explorations of the profound. The Washington Post on Kevin HuizengaAbout the 
AuthorKevin Huizenga lives in St. Louis with his wife; he is the author of the graphic novel Curses and the comic 
book series Or Else and Ganges. 


